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Indo-EU project

BOOSTING EDU STANDARDS

mutm
@i_lmesgraup.com

Kolhapur: Shivaji Universi-
ty, Kolhapur (SUK) has been
named one of the partnersin
the joint Indo-European
Union (EU) pi et r the

enhance
education.

The project is named En-
hancing Quality Assurance
Management and Bench-
marking Strategies in Indi-
anUnnmrsi’ties It will invol:

Indian m mﬁm

logy Madras, Jadavpur Uni-
versity, University of Myso-
re, Symbiosis International

(Deemed University), Mang-

alore University Edulink
private limited among
others.

The National Assess-
ment and Accreditation Co-
uncil (NAAC) will be the In-
dian coordinator for the pro-
gram, while the European
coordinator willbe Universi-
tatde Barcelona (UB) in Spa-
in.

NAAC advisor Jagan-
nath Patil said the European
partners will include Kung-

“liga Tekniska Hoegskolan
(KTH) from Sweden, Univer-
sity of Nicosia in Cyprus,
University de Montpellier
from France, Universitadeg-
1i Studidi RomainTtaly.

Patil, an SUK alumnus,
said that despite having the
second largest higher educa-

. tion system in the world, In-
| diafaces major challengesin
i the sector. The project is de-
. signed to address the most
i significant and overrea-
i ching challenges such as in-
adequate quality assurance
management, proper sup-
port to governance and deci-
sion making for institutio-
nal advancement.

; - Patil added that the pro-

i Ject will explore comparati-

i veanalysisof Indian univer-

sities with their European .

counterpartsfor preparinga
benchmarking toolkit and a
program of capacity buil-
ding. The project is targeted

\at t_hree specific and critical

ty

and support specific aspects
of quality management, but

diverse cpntl__axts

» European partners will
spend around 1 million
euros on the project

» Preparing a tool kit to guide | > Targeting three critical

' areas— teaching and learning, 5
nasearch and innovation, and

with flexibility to cope with mternatmnalusation of

Instltutes

)Itwllltakemm

___~ three years to complete

SHIVAJI UNIVERSITY... STANDING TALL

areas— teaching and lear-
ning, research and innova-
tion, and taking institutes to
the global level.

Patilsaid that Indian hig-
her education system needs
to explore the shared under-
standing of challenging is-
sues and its common solu-
tions. European universities
are well known for their app-
roach and many of them are
ranked withinthe 100 bestin-
stitutions across the globe.

Patil said that both part-
ners will collect data from
their respective education

system and analyse them to

create a toolkit, which will
be used for benchmarkmg
i‘ehvantllmquahtymmge-

He said that the project
does not aim at any kind of
ranking exercise through
comparison of data sets bet-
ween Indian and European
higher educational institu-
tions. It will explore in-depth
importance of contexts rele-
vant to Indian education sy-
stem.

When ‘asked, if it will
complement the union go-
vernment’s ambitious pro-

ject ‘Institutions of Eminen-
ce’, wherein 10 public and 10
private universities from
acrossthe country willbede-
veloped with world-class
approach, Patil said that in-
deed it will.

However, this project is
being conducted in a larger
spectrum and will take aro-
und three years to complete.

. The European pariners will

bespendingaround 1million
euros for the project, he ad-
ded.

Vice-chancellor of SUK

Devanand Shinde said the '
initiative is a new (practical
and sustainable) a

to benchmarking that can
support the development of
educational institutions.

Shinde added that the
first meeting regarding the
project was conducted bet-
ween Indian and European
counterparts in Bengaluru
from December6-7,

The second meeting is
scheduled in Barcelona, Spa-
in, next year in February.

“We are hoping that the
third meeting could be orga-
nised in the SUK campus in
2018,” Shinde said. j
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